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This session focuses on the topic of cross-sector partnering and interaction taking place in 
supply networks and other organizational networks fostering collective action. The workshop 
especially showcases studies conducted in the empirical context of grand (sustainability) 
challenges, such as water management, climate change, biodiversity loss, human rights 
violations, and humanitarian disasters. Papers submitted to this special session can examine 
cross-sector partnering activities (Stadtler, 2016), focus on interaction in supply chains, 
networks, and systems comprising of firms and additional actors (Ritvala & Salmi, 2011; 
Quarshie & Leuschner, 2018), or envision other types of collective action in networks and 
systems (Albareda & Waddock, 2018). Overall, the workshop seeks to bring together cross-
sector interaction, sustainability, and supply chain management (SCM) researchers to discuss 
research that is relevant to all of these domains. We acknowledge that supply network-related 
studies have recently become increasingly common in the cross-sector partnerships field (see 
Bogie, 2018), and that SCM journals have recently published studies on cross-sector 
relationships and initiatives in supply networks, nonprofit and public procurement, and 
government policy (Parmigiani & Rivera-Santos, 2015; Rodríguez et al., 2016; Nurmala, de 
Leeuw, & Dullaert, 2017; Liu et al., 2019), for example. At the same time, these debates 
connect to sustainable business, SCM, and organizing (Ryan et al., 2012; Pagell & Wu, 2009; 
Quarshie, Salmi, & Wu, 2019). This session seeks to further advance these discussions and to 
provide opportunities for networking among cross-sector partnerships, sustainability, and 
SCM scholars.   

This session will adopt an innovative design which combines the following elements: (1) 
several presentations of accepted papers, each matched with a commentary that focuses on 
the paper’s implications and its links to the symposium-centric “place” topic, (2) invited 
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speakers’ remarks on critical topics around cross-sector partnering and interaction, 
sustainability, SCM, and place, and (3) a participant-inclusive synthesis of key insights and 
implications.  

For more information about the session, please contact the session co-chairs. 

References: 

Albareda, L., & Waddock, S. (2018). Networked CSR governance: A whole network approach to 
meta-governance. Business & Society, 57(4), 636-675. 

Bogie, J. (2018). Cross-sector partnership research from a multi-stakeholder perspective: 
Systemic and networked forms of collaborative interaction to address complex social and 
environmental issues. The Annual Review of Social Partnerships, 13. Available at: https://
www.crcpress.com/rsc/downloads/ARSP_13.pdf. 

Liu, J., Shi, B., Xue, J., & Wang, Q. (2019). Improving the green public procurement 
performance of Chinese local governments: From the perspective of officials’ knowledge. 
Journal of Purchasing and Supply Management, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pursup.2018.05.002. 

Nurmala, N., de Leeuw, S., & Dullaert, W. (2017). Humanitarian–business partnerships in 
managing humanitarian logistics. Supply Chain Management: An International Journal, 22(1), 
82-94. 

Pagell, M., & Wu, Z. (2009). Building a more complete theory of sustainable supply chain 
management using case studies of 10 exemplars. Journal of Supply Chain Management, 45(2), 
37-56. 

Parmigiani, A., & Rivera-Santos, M. (2015). Sourcing for the base of the pyramid: Constructing 
supply chains to address voids in subsistence markets. Journal of Operations 
Management, 33, 60-70. 

Quarshie, A. M., & Leuschner, R. (2018). Cross-sector social interactions and systemic change in 
disaster response: A qualitative study. Journal of Business Ethics, 150(2), 357-384. 

Quarshie, A., Salmi, A., & Wu, Z. (2019). From equivocality to reflexivity in biodiversity 
protection. Organization & Environment, https://doi.org/10.1177/1086026619837122. 

Ritvala, T., & Salmi, A. (2011). Network mobilizers and target firms: The case of saving the 
Baltic Sea. Industrial Marketing Management, 40(6), 887-898. 

Rodríguez, J. A., Giménez Thomsen, C., Arenas, D., & Pagell, M. (2016). NGOs’ initiatives to 
enhance social sustainability in the supply chain: poverty alleviation through supplier 
development programs. Journal of Supply Chain Management, 52(3), 83-108.  

https://www.crcpress.com/rsc/downloads/ARSP_13.pdf
https://www.crcpress.com/rsc/downloads/ARSP_13.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pursup.2018.05.002
https://doi.org/10.1177%252F1086026619837122


Ryan, A., Mitchell, I., & Daskou, S. (2012). An interaction and networks approach to developing 
sustainable organizations. Journal of Organizational Change Management, 25(4), 578-594. 

Stadtler, L. (2016). Scrutinizing public–private partnerships for development: Towards a broad 
evaluation conception. Journal of Business Ethics, 135(1), 71-86.


