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Elaboration of the panel: 
The panel directly relates to the main theme of the symposium “putting partnerships in 
their place”. We explore how the so-called “nexus-challenge” in the Sustainable 
Development Agenda (SDGs) can be addressed by taking location and geographical 
conditions into account. Partnering is one of the 5 principal (or moral) ‘P’s” that form the 
linking pin of all SDGs: People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnering. The nexus 
challenge implies that SDGs and their principles can be reinforced by searching for 
meaningful linkages and reinforcement loops. Many of these loops materialize in specific 
locations. Place specific SDGs include water, land and cities (6, 11, 14 and 15). But other 
SDGs are also location bound when effective cross sector partnerships have to be 
organised, scoped and scaled. For instance: SDG 2 (food and hunger) is strongly related to 
geography, but also to international and local value chains linking regions together in 
positive or negative economic ties. SDG 7 (renewable energy) depends on the ability of 
communities to develop ‘stand-alone’ or ‘off-grid’ solutions to energy needs, thereby 
breaking through international dependency relations related to oil supplies. Finally, peace 
(SDG 16) critically depends on the ability of stakeholders to create locally-embedded 
partnerships that are able to solve often complex (wicked) problems that are 
interconnected and relate to redistribution issues (covered by SDG 15, 10, 9, 8, 5, 4, 3, 1, 
12) that can only be solved if taken in their entirety. SDG16 refers to the creation of new 
institutions. This panel looks at the way local communities can be involved in setting up 
partnerships that can address all these issues at the same time. The panel will explore the 
extent to which successful partnerships redefine the meaning of places. Eco-systems co-
evolve with the places they emerge in, and place itself is often a critical resource in how 
partnership eco-systems evolve. We will explore which SDGs in particular provide more 
opportunities for location-specific elaboration of partnerships and which SDGs require 
more global or international approaches. 

Prospective participants in the panel: 
- Scientists: from the academic community looking at the SDG-nexus and linkages; as 

well as to complexity theory related to partnership formation 
- Professionals and practitioners: that have tried to create partnerships in complex 

environment in which they had to address several SDGs at the same time. 

Issues to be discussed: 
- The SDG agenda: is a principles-based and collective-vision (2030) based approach; in 

other words: targets without specific means; is this approach more effective than the 
rule-based approach taken in the past (OECD guidelines; codes of conduct, roundtables 
etc.)? 

- SDG washing issues: how can parties prevent that SDG strategies become yet another 
way of ‘ greenwashing’, ‘ bluewashing’  or ‘ whitewashing’ – now with the PR aim to 
support the SDGs, but with actually no intention to really implement the SDGs. What 
role can partnerships play in this effort. 

- Intervention logic issues: are some SDGs more important than others for whom? Can 
partnerships trigger spill-over effects between different SDGS and can we thus also 
prioritize partnerships for specific SDGs that are more influential than others?    

- Portfolio issues: how can companies link their SDG portfolio with their cross-sector 
partnership portfolio? 
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- Policy frameworks: what type of national and regional policies can be adopted to 
stimulate the creation of effective SDG partnerships; what is the role of location 
thereby? 

- Level of analysis: The SDGs are formulated on a national scale, indicators as well; but 
how to translate SDG targets to the micro-level of companies, NGOs; how to 
operationalise the SDG targets at the meso-level of cross-sector partnerships?  
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